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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 
Statement by Leader of the House 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.04 am]:  Honourable members will notice that, 
on today’s business program, the first three Bills are listed ahead of what would normally be thought to be the 
Government’s key priorities - the reserves Bill and the two revenue Bills.  The reason for this listing is to provide 
an opportunity for the House to deal with some important Bills - in one case, a Bill that has already had quite a 
lot of consideration.  Because the priorities of the Government are those reserves and revenue Bills, it is my 
intention to limit the time of debate on each of the first three Bills on the business program to something like a 
minimum of half an hour.  If each Bill is not dealt with in that time, I intend to adjourn that Bill to a later stage of 
this day’s sitting, to enable the House to move on to the reserves and revenue Bills.  

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [10.05 am] - by leave:  This is 
outrageous.  The Government has told us what its priority Bills are and we are prepared to deal with them 
immediately.  The Government is saying that the first three Bills listed on the business program should each be 
dealt with in half an hour, and if they are not finished in that half hour, they will probably not be dealt with, 
because we have other Bills to deal with today.  Another press release will then be written about those Bills, like 
the one that was released yesterday saying that Western Australia is facing a crisis in women’s health care 
because a Bill was sent to a committee.  That media release came from the Minister for Health.  If the 
Government wants more time, it should ask for it.  We offered the Government another week, and it has taken it, 
but it still cannot get its Bills through because the House is doing its job properly.  If the Leader of the House 
wants more time, he should ask for it, instead of saying that he wants this House to pass in half an hour a Bill, 
the Criminal Law Amendment (Simple Offences) Bill 2004, that has not even had a second reading debate, and 
the Working With Children (Criminal Record Checking) Bill 2004, the second reading debate of which has only 
just started.  If these Bills are not passed, the Leader of the House will rush off to the Press with his mate Jim 
McGinty, claiming that the world will end tomorrow because the Legislative Council did not deal with these 
Bills in half an hour.  That is not good enough at all.  The Government should bring its priority Bills on first, and 
they will be dealt with, and if these three Bills have a chance to be brought forward, they will be dealt with as 
well.  If the Government does not have enough time, however, the Leader of the House should put up his hand 
and ask for more.  

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [10.07 am] - by leave:  The Greens (WA) have always been reluctant to 
agree to any curtailment of debating time in the Legislative Council.  

Hon Norman Moore:  You don’t get blamed by the Government for holding up the legislative process.  

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  We do, as well.  I do not feel inclined to take this proposal on its face value.  The 
Greens have also offered the Government extra time.  We have been told by the Government that all of 
tomorrow is to be for valedictory speeches, with no government business.  There is potential to sit later tonight, 
and to sit next week if necessary, and perhaps to use less time for valedictory speeches tomorrow and more time 
for finishing off priority Bills.  Similar to the Opposition, the Greens (WA) believe that any proposal to act in the 
way specified is not part of any reasonable, negotiated process.  I will liaise with my colleagues, but I would be 
very concerned if this is the way the Government wishes to conduct its business, and then go public in the way it 
has done.  Considering the Mephisto Waltz of tabloid legislation that has been continually introduced into the 
Legislative Council, we have been trying to catch up on what the Government said was its priority list of Bills.   

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.09 am] - by leave:  I thank honourable members 
for granting me leave to respond.  I am pleased to receive the offer of additional time tonight from the 
Opposition and the Greens (WA). 

Hon Norman Moore:  No, I said you need to ask occasionally.  I didn’t make an offer.  I said if you want more 
time, ask for it. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I am pleased that the matter has been raised, and I will formally put the question to the 
House at a later stage today. 
 


